
 

Will it looks like Spring is finally here and birds are 
migrating back into the Albuquerque area.  WGM Pam 
and I have been walking along the Alameda trail next to 
the river and have seen a nice variety of new birds 
arriving weekly.  But the most interesting new arrival was 
the flock of pink plastic flamingos that we found in our 
front yard as we headed out one afternoon.
 
One of the birds had a card tied to its leg with the 
message in large letters “You Have Been Flocked”.  On 
the back side was another message that they were pets 
of the Sandia Mountain Rainbow Assembly and someone 
had made a donation to the Assembly to have them 
migrate to our yard.  It said we could call the telephone 
number provided and they would be picked up and 
returned to their roost.  Or if we wished to make a 
donation ourselves, we could have them placed in some 
other yard.  We chose the latter and sent them on to 
some friends for their enjoyment.

This is the second year we have been flocked and we 
know the young lady that came to pick up the flock of 
flamingos.  We asked how their fundraiser was going and 
she said it is one the most successful, both last year and 
this year, they have had.  Most successful not just from 
the money raising aspect but also from the interactions 
they have with the people they have met and the opportunity to tell them about Rainbow Girls International and 
the work they do in the community.  WGM Pam and I shared with her that it had also provided us with the 
opportunity to spread the word on her organization but also provide information about OES.  

While the flock of flamingos were in our yard, we had neighbors all up and down our street stopping by to ask 
where they had come from and what we intended to do with them. As we visited, we had the opportunity to 
describe Rainbow for Girls which lead to a discussion of what OES is and of both groups work in our community.  
Whether intended or not a simple idea for a fundraiser had developed into an outreach informational program for 
two organizations.
 
So as your Chapter considers fundraisers for the coming year take a little time and see what outreach component 
might be included to enhance your Chapter visibility in your community.  

QUESTION:  How many species of flamingos are there?

ANSWER: Six (seven if your count the plastic flamingo):  Greater, Lesser, Chilean, Andean, James (or Puna) and 
American.

Dan Sutcliffe, Grand Trustee


