
 

Last month I wrote about our grandson having received 
his Arrow of Light in Cub Scouts.  Afterwards I received 
several comments of did I not mean Order of the Arrow, 
which is a Boy Scout award.  So, I thought this month it 
would be interesting to describe the Order of the Arrow 
(OA). The following information comes from several 
scouting publications. 

The Order of the Arrow (OA) is the honor society of the 
Boy Scouts of America (BSA), composed of Scouts and 
Scouters who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in 
their daily lives. The society was created by E. Urner 
Goodman, a member of Robert A. Lamberton Lodge No. 
487, Free and Accepted Masons of Philadelphia, with the 
assistance of Carroll A. Edson, in 1915 as a means of 
reinforcing the Scout Oath and the Scout Law. It uses 
imagery commonly associated with American Indian 
cultures for its self-invented ceremonies. 

Brother Goodman, as a newly hired field executive for the 
Philadelphia Council, was assigned to serve as director 
of the council's summer camp at Treasure Island Scout 
Reservation on the Delaware River. He believed that the 
summer camp experience should do more than just teach 
proficiency in Scoutcraft skills; rather, the principles 
embodied in the Scout Oath and Scout Law should become realities in the lives of Scouts. Along with his 
 assistant camp director, Carroll A. Edson, he started an experimental honor society to acknowledge those 
campers he felt best exemplified these qualities, calling the program, Wimachtendienk, or "Brotherhood" in one 
of the Lenape dialects. The full original name for the organization was Wimachtendienk Wingolauchsik 
Witahemui (Brotherhood of Those Who Serve Cheerfully).  The name of the society was changed to Order of the 
Arrow in 1921.  

In developing this "camp fraternity" program they borrowed from the traditions and practices of several other 
organizations. Two of the organizations were the Brotherhood of Andrew and Phillip, a Presbyterian church youth 
group with which Goodman had been involved as a young man, and Freemasonry. 

The traditions and rituals of Freemasonry contributed more to the basic structure of the OA ritual than any other 
organization. In fact, there appears to be no known fraternal organization more faithful in form to Freemasonry 
than the OA. Familiar terms such as "lodge" and "obligation" were borrowed from Masonic practice, as were 
most of the ceremonial structures and ritual formulae. Even the early national meeting was called a "Grand 
Lodge," a Masonic reference.

Influenced by Scout camp customs, the OA uses "safeguarded" (privy only to members) symbols, handshakes, 
and private rituals to impart a sense of community. 



Inducted members, chosen by their Scouting peers are known as Arrowmen or Brothers and are organized 
into local youth-led lodges that promote fellowship and camping, and render service to Boy Scout councils 
and their communities.

After being “tapped out” for membership in OA, the Scout is initiated as an Ordeal member in a special 
ceremony attended only by OA members.  The ceremony is in story form recited from memory by the actors 
and imparts moral and ethical teachings to help the new Arrowman grow as an individual.  

As the Arrowman takes these lessons to heart and passes an examination he attains the second level of OA 
which is Brotherhood.  While the Ordeal ceremony consists primarily of physical impressions, "the 
Brotherhood ceremony is one of the deeper and quieter mental impressions”.

The final level of OA is Vigil Honors.  This recognition is given to Arrowmen who have performed exceptional 
service above and beyond their immediate responsibilities through leadership, exemplary efforts, and 
dedication.  Selection is annual and is limited to one person for every 50 members of the lodge, and 
members of the Order can be inducted into the Vigil Honor only with the written approval of the National 
Order of the Arrow Committee.  As a part of the Vigil Honor induction, each new Vigil Honor member is given 
a Vigil Honor name in the language of the Lenni Lenape or the language of their local Lodge. An English 
translation of the Vigil Honor name is also provided, and the name often represents a characteristic of the 
individual.  The ceremony for Vigil is not in play form but is an individual challenge in which an opportunity 
is provided for the new Vigil member to crystallize the Scout habit of helpfulness into a life purpose of 
leadership in cheerful service to others.

No matter what the level of Arrowman a Scout may be they all adhere to the same obligation:
I do hereby promise on my honor as a Scout, that I will always and faithfully observe and preserve the 
traditions of the Order of the Arrow, Wimachtendienk, Wingolauchsik, Witahemui.

I will always regard the ties of Brotherhood in the Order of the Arrow as lasting, and will seek to preserve a 
Cheerful spirit, even in the midst of irksome tasks and weighty responsibilities, and will endeavor, so far as 
in my power lies, to be unselfish in Service and devotion to the welfare of others.
 
And to the vision set out by Bother E. Urner Goodman in one of his organizational reports:
“The Order of the arrow is a “thing of the spirit” rather than of mechanics.  Organization, operational
 procedures, and paraphernalia are necessary in any large and growing movement, but they are not what 
count in the end.  The things of the spirit count: Brotherhood, in a day when there is too much hatred at 
home and aboard; Cheerfulness, in a day when the pessimists have the floor; Service, in a day when 
millions are interested only in getting or grasping rather than giving.” 
 
Yours in Cheerful Service
Dan Sutcliffe
Grand Trustee
Lippoe Goknos (Wise Owl)
Yah-Tah-Hey-Si-Kess
Lodge No. 66 OA


