
 

Sisters and Brothers,

I wish I was one of those people who was creative.  I 
am constantly amazed at the things so many of our 
sisters and brothers create with their own hands.  I 
have seen quilts, table decorations, room décor, 
cards, wreaths, eggs, and crocheted items.  I think I 
am more of a worker bee.  Show me what you want 
me to do, and I will work on it – but please don’t make 
me come up with the design.  And this is okay.  There 
is room in our organization for a myriad of talents.  
We each have some talent to share – even if we are 
not aware of just what that talent might be or how we 
impact those around us.  

I remember back so many years ago when I was a 
young Rainbow girl going to meetings in Roswell.  
Back in those days there were so many girls 
attending – and on the sidelines would be numerous 
Masons and Eastern Star members.  As a young girl, 
I didn’t really know who those folks were – my Dad 
was not a member of the Lodge at that time and my 
Mom was not a member of Eastern Star.  But every 
Rainbow meeting, those Masons and Eastern Star members were there, on the sidelines, supporting 
the Rainbow girls.  

They listened to us as we learned the ritual work, they supported us as we planned fund raisers, they 
were there for us when we performed service work in the community.  We simply knew they would be 
there for us.  There is something comforting in knowing there are always people there to support you.  
Those wonderful men and women provided a “glue” for us that kept us coming back to Rainbow.  
Rainbow became a big part of my life.

My Dad joined the Masonic Lodge and my Dad, Mom and I all joined Eastern Star together.  Those 
Masons and Eastern Star members who sat on the sidelines and quietly supported us had a huge 
impact on my life – and on the lives of numerous young girls who joined Rainbow.  I say this because I 
think all too often we overlook the impact we have by simply “being present” -   being there for each other 
and sharing time together.  There are several parts of our initiatory work that really speak to me – and 
one part that addresses the role we all share with our Sisters and Brothers is “through cheerful 
companionship and social enjoyments lighten the burden of active duty.”  Simply stated – we are there 
for each other.  



This last year has placed barriers on us being together and we have tried to overcome this obstacle 
with Zoom meetings, Facebook posts and postcards to members.  I have appreciated each of 
these efforts and thank those who made them possible.  But as our state opened up and we were 
able to resume in-person meetings you could feel the joy of “being present,” of being there with and 
for each other.  I often heard folks say “how nice just to get to hug each other” (we all know we are 
huggers!)   I think attending Eastern Star is a habit – and I worry that some have gotten out of the 
Eastern Star habit this last year and might be reluctant to get back into the habit of attending 
meetings in person.  

Let us strive to be there for each other and support each other as we get back into the habit of 
attending Eastern Star meetings.  May the impact we have on our Sisters and Brothers make them 
want to share with us the joy of being a member of this beautiful Order.  You may not be called upon 
to make a quilt or design table decorations – but if you have made even one person feel more 
welcome, feel more bonded to our organization you have shared a priceless gift with a Sister or 
Brother.  You let them know you will be there for them.

Finally, I close with this thought:
God didn’t create anything without a purpose – but mosquitoes come close.

Shirley Crawford
Grand Chaplain


