DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY

CANDIDATE INFORMATION
Name:
Willie Ellen Smith
Primary Chapter Name: Primary Chapter No. Location:
Renick 37 Las Cruces, NM
Dual Chapter Name: Dual Chapter No. Location:
Wallace Hughston 1100 El Paso, TX
Elective Position Desired:

Associate Grand Conductress

Qualifications:

QUALIFICATIONS:
1 am the daughter and widow of a Mason. My father was a member for 65 years at the time of his death. My husband became
a Mason in 1999 and was a Past Potentate of El Maida Shrine in El Paso, TX.

I worked for 41 years at the International Boundary and Water Commission, a federal agency, headquartered in El Paso. The
last 25 years of my career, I oversaw the payroll department. My job required that various State and Federal regulations had
to be read, understood, and applied to ensure proper pay, benefits, taxes, and other items for our employees located in four
different states. My husband became a Shriner, and I joined Ladies Oriental Shrine of North America (LOSNA) and went up the
line becoming High Priestess in 2010 and again in 2020 at the request of the Grand High Priestess of LOSNA. My husband also
went up the line becoming Potentate of El Maida Shrine in El Paso. As First Lady and High Priestess of the LOSNA court, we
worked on fund raisers and special events, assisting with the planning and organizing of volunteers. These events ranged
from circuses to El Maida’s 100-year anniversary.

I joined Daughters of the Nile and went up the line in our local temple to become Queen in 2015 and again in 2017. In both

LOSNA and Nile, I filled numerous positions including Treasurer and Recorder. In 2012, I joined Eastern Star in El Paso at
Wallace Hughston Chapter serving in several appointed positions and became Worthy Matron in 2022, again in 2023 and
2024. 1 joined OES in New Mexico in 2019 and have had appointments as Ruth, Esther, and Martha.

In all the organizations, I have had the need to read the constitutions and bylaws of all these bodies and been involved in the
activities of all these organizations. All this varied experience gives me skills and knowledge that I think would benefit OES and
help me in my ability to serve the Grand Chapter of New Mexico.

The people you meet and the work that we do has given my life purpose, and the friendships are like no other that I have
experienced in life. My travels in New Mexico, last year and this year given me to learn more about Eastern Star and I have
been able to get know the members more. All these experiences have created in me a desire to serve this Order and find
ways to reach out to people, to share with them the purpose and joy we obtain by belonging to the Order of the Eastern Star.
This past year and last, I attended most of the schools of instruction and all the official visits. I will attend the Paws and Strips
Gala and hopefully Arizona’s Grand Chapter.

I am retired, am still blessed with good health, and have the means and willingness to serve the Grand Chapter.

Briefly detail why you wish to be considered:

I have come to admire and respect the officers of the Grand Chapter and the work done by members
of the subordinate chapters across the state of New Mexico. I want to help increase and sustain
membership and to support and encourage our members. I want to serve this order and provide any
service my experience and skills can provide to assist in our incredible Order.

Number Years of

Proficiency: 7

Year(s) installed as New Mexico Worthy Matron or Worthy Patron:

I am Conductress in Renick Chapter this year. I have served as Worthy Matron for the three years in El
Paso and feel it has prepared me to serve the Order.

Number of Years in OES: 14

Other Chapter Offices held:

In New Mexico I have served as Star points and am currently Conductress at Renick if elected I will be
Associate Matron, in El Paso I have done Star points, Chaplain, Associate Conductress, Conductress, ;
Associate Matron and Worthy Matron. I also served as Deputy Grand Matron for Texas Grand Chapter.
Last year I was Grand Esther for New Mexico Grand Chapter.

Grand Chapter of New Mexico
(August 2014)
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Chapter Appointments / Committees / Projects:
I have served on audit committees, official visit preparation, and the school of instruction for Wallace
Hughston, TX

SERVING NEW MEXICO GRAND CHAPTER

Grand Chapter Appointment(s):

Grand Chapter Committee(s):
Soldiers Smiles and the Paws and Stripes Gala

Grand Chapter Board(s):

Grand Chapter Project(s):

Other Information:
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Send the ongmal signed form to the Grand Secretary.
To be received no later than 45 days prior to Grand Chapter Session.

Slgnature of Candldat

Grand Chapter of New Mexico
(August 2014)



